
INDIGENOUS SÁMI CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH ON TRUTH 
AND RECONCILIATION

Tone Rasmussen
Area Director, region north
Redd Barna 



ALL CHILDREN MUST SURVIVE, LEARN AND BE SAFE
Our vision:



The UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child
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30.Indigenous peoples and minorities 
All children from indigenous peoples 
and minorities have the right to speak 
their own language, have their own 
culture and their own faith. 

- The UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child

Illustrated by Aino Danielsen



Photo: The Storting



Prejudice, stereotypes, hate speech and racism

Illustrated by Benedicte Pentha



Lack of knowledge

Illustrated by Benedicte Pentha



The project: Sami children and young people's voices 
on Norwegianization, injustice and reconciliation

Illustrated by Aino Danielsen



Children, young people and reconciliation



Goal of the project: 
prevent prejudice and 
racism



Illustrated by children and young people

Who, what and how



The three parts of the project

1. Film 3. Report2. Short version of the Commission's report



Finner ikke video



NORWEGIANIZATION POLICY,
INJUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Explained to children and young people

Short version of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's report with a focus on injustice 
against Sami people in school



2. Short version of 
the Commission's 
report



3. Report with Sami 
children and young 
people's voices



Consequences:
LANGUAGE LOSS
LOSS OF CULTURE AND 
IDENTITY
LOSS OF NATURE AND 
WAY OF LIFE

Illustrated by Aino Danielsen



It happened suddenly, in the middle of 
the conversation. 
An older, close person said the phrase 
in a language you almost understand, 
but not quite. 
You understand enough to be able to 
smile, but not enough to be able to 
answer.

Leila Maria Ballovara (16) Oslo

POEMS



Consequences:
PREJUDICES AND STEREOTYPES
RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION 
LACK OF KNOWLEDGE



Consequences:
DIFFICULT AND NICE FEELINGS 
PRIDE AND SECURITY



5 pieces of advice from students to teachers: 
WHAT we want to learn

1. Show Sámi everyday life
2. Lift the diversity in Sami culture and language 
3. Tell us about the history and the local environment 
4. We want to learn about what is happening now 
5. We want to learn to see connections and go in depth



5 pieces of advice from students to teachers: 
HOW we want to learn
1.Varied, engaging and up-to-date teaching 
2. Learn Sami words and correct pronunciation 
3. Teach us about Sami language and culture all year round, not 

just 6 February 
4. The teacher is responsible for the teaching and has Up-to-date 

knowledge 
5. Create a safe school environment



SAVE THE CHILDREN'S RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE AUTHORITIES

• Children and young people must be allowed to participate and influence 
the reconciliation work

• Reconciliation must involve concrete actions and justice in school and 
society 

• Competence enhancement for student teachers and teachers 
• Sami language rights must be secured and strengthened 
• Measures against Sámi hatred and discrimination must be introduced 

and followed up
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Teaching materials 



TAKK/GIITU/THANK YOU



GIITU



INDIGENOUS SÁMI CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
ON TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION 
– THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN’S 
OWN VOICES IN RESEARCH 

Tone Rasmussen, Area Director region north
Stine Østnor, Senior Advisor Inclution



WHAT IS YOUR RELATIONSHIP
TO YOUTH PARTICIPATION?
Do you feel confident and ecuiped to facilitate a participation project, 
have you had any projects with this focus, or are you in the beginning
of your participation journey? 



Illustrated by children and young people

Participation can take many forms 



3
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How Save the Children works with children's participation



Article 12: right to 
express one's views

31

The Parties shall guarantee a 
child who is capable of 
forming his or her own views 
the right to freely express 
those views in all matters 
concerning the child, and shall 
give due weight to the views 
of the child in accordance with 
his or her age and maturity.



Article 12:
From theory to practice

3
2Modell: Laura Lundy (2007), tilpasset av Redd Barna



Plan participation:
Three degrees of participation

3
3

Adults consult children Children and 
adults work 

together

Child led

Model: Gerison Lansdown
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What does it take to keep 
up the interest of young 
people who participate?

Quality 
assurance of 
children and 
young people’s 
participation

VIKTIG KONKRET

GØY



Quality assuring:
UN Principles for Good Participation

3
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• Information and honesty
• Voluntary
• Respect
• Relevant
• Child-friendly, on children's terms
• Inclusive, non-discriminatory
• Training
• Protection, safety
• Accountability

From the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child's General Comment No. 
12



Kvalitetssikre: FNs prinsipper for god medvirkning

3
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1. Information and honesty
Tell things in a simple and 
straightforward way.
Be honest and tell it like it is.
Make sure everyone knows 
what's going on.

2. Volunteer
Join if you want to, not because 
you have to.
Respect that some people may 
not want to join.

3. Respect
Everyone's opinions count 
equally.
Create a space where everyone 
dares to speak their minds.
Respect for the everyday life of 
the children



Kvalitetssikre: FNs prinsipper for god medvirkning
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4. Relevant
Talk about things that actually 
matter to us.
Be able to use their own 
knowledge and experience.
Be able to take the initiative and 
set the agenda based on their 
own priorities.

5. Kid-friendly
Use words and activities that are 
appropriate for children.
Make it safe and fun for us to 
participate.
Let's be involved in a way that 
makes sense to us.

6. Inclusive
Everyone should be able to 
participate, no matter what.
Remove things that prevent 
people from participating.
Celebrate the differences 
between us.



Kvalitetssikre: FNs prinsipper for god medvirkning
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7. Training 
Teach us (and yourselves) what it 
takes to participate.
Children and young people can 
contribute to the education of 
adults.
Help us learn and feel mastery!

8. Security
Make sure we are safe.
Have plans for if something goes 
wrong.
Right to privacy and privacy.
Possibility to notify if something 
happens.

9. Feedback
Do something about what we say.
Take responsibility for what 
happens.
Let us know what happens next.



GROUPS
CASES
BREAK



CASE 

1. Create a concrete plan for how you will include children’s 
voices in the different phases of the work (planning, data 
collection, analysis and the sharing of your findings)

2.What academic, ethical and practical challenges (pitfalls) may 
arise in the work?

1.What concrete measures can you implement to prevent or 
address these challenges?

2.Discuss what meaningful participation means in your case. 
When do children have real influence and when does 
participation become symbolic? How do you balance 
children’s input with adults’ professional assessments?



FEED BACK
How was this way of working?

What are your pitfalls/blind spots in working with children's participation?



GIITU
TAKK
THANK YOU
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