
Newfoundland  and  
Labrador-‐‑North  

Norway  Arctic  Forum	
The Concept for a cooperation agreement 
between  Memorial University, the University 

of the Arctic-Tromso, the Shorefast 
Foundation and other stakeholders 



Canada  –  Norway  
Agreement	

•  This proposal falls within the regional cooperation, 
academic relations, youth mobility and culture 
components of the Canada – Norway Agreement 

•  In accord with Arctic Council’s program goals. 



The  Proposal  	
•  This proposal is in accordance with Canada’s Arctic 

Foreign Policy of: 
o   a stable rural-based region; 
o  clearly defined boundaries; 
o  dynamic growth and trade; 
o  vibrant northern communities; 
o  and healthy and productive ecosystems. 



The  Proposal	
 
The proposal is consistent with the Government of 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s Northern Strategy 



The  Evolution  of  the  
Proposal	

•  This concept has evolved over the past 3 years 
through consultations with: 
o  Memorial University  
o  The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 
o  The Government of Canada  
o  Public and arctic policy experts 
o  The Norwegian Ambassador to Canada 
o  The Canadian Ambassador to Norway 
o  The Chair of Senior Arctic Officials of the Arctic Council  
o  The Shorefast Foundation 



The  Shorefast  Foundation	
•  SHOREFAST FOUNDATION (www.shorefast.org) is a 

Canadian registered charity focused on catalyzing 
and leveraging the inherent value in rural places. 

•  We use a new model for economic and cultural 
resilience that may hold learnings for small 
communities everywhere.   
o  Our model is based on social engagement, strategic investment in 

community capital, and inclusive local economies. 



The  Objectives  of  the  
Proposal	

•  Discuss Arctic challenges and associated requirements 
for sustainable development; 

•  Inform the development and delivery of Arctic-
appropriate technology and stewardship approaches 
and methods; 

•  Build collaborative relationships between Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Northern Norway and other Arctic 
jurisdictions and peoples; and 

•  Further develop Newfoundland and Labrador and 
Northern Norway as centres of excellence for Arctic 
research and development and the management of 
change in rural, remote and Northern regions. 



The  Process  	
•  The Arctic Forum will hold two-day forums that will 

bring together 30 to 40 invited leading thinkers and 
players to engage in an open and confidential 
exchange of views on: 
o   Arctic sustainable development issues;  
o  how best they can be addressed;   
o  and the role of Newfoundland and Labrador and Northern Norway in 

addressing them.  



The  Initial  Forum  	
•  The initial forum will be held at the prestigious Fogo 

Island Inn, Newfoundland and Labrador, which will 
provide a suitably private and congenial meeting 
place  



The  Governance  	
The Arctic Forum will be run by a Board comprised of 
representatives of: 
•  Memorial University 
•  University of Tromso 
•  Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA), Government 

of Canada 
•  Department on Innovation, Business and Rural Development 

(IBRD), Government of Newfoundland and Labrador 
•  Government of Norway 
•  Troms Fylkeskommunen (County Council) 
•  The Shorefast Foundation 
•  Nunatsiavut Government 
•  Sami Council 



Similarities  Between  NL  
and  North-‐‑Norway	

•  Small population and many isolated communities 

•  The historic importance of the fishery. Nfld and Lab have had to adapt 
because of the collapse of the cod. Norway's inshore fishery is having to 
adapt because of climate change and changing distribution of species 

•  Mining is critically important to both, although Labrador is much more 
reliant on the sector 

•  The obvious one - oil and gas development in harsh environments and 
deep water 

 
•  Both regions are engaged in developing their northern tourism potential. 

•  Both regions have important indigenous groups, although the provisions 
of the Nunatsiavut land claim confers more rights than the Sami 
Parliament has. 



Differences  Between  NL  
and  North-‐‑Norway	

•  The role of governments 

•  Federal system vs “unitary state” 

•  Government’s role in peoples lives  



Thank  You    	


