SAMPLE DECOLONIAL DILEMMA (B) - CHARITY WORK/FUNDRAISING

SCENARIO:
You are in a practicum at a primary school in a country in the Global South. The principal of the school approaches you and asks you (and your fellow Nordic students) to start a fundraising campaign to help the school buy materials, technology, etc. You can see that the school lacks materials, books, technology, etc. and therefore would greatly benefit from extra financial resources. You feel that you could make a difference, and you want to help. However, you were told by your home university that fundraising is not encouraged.

DISCUSSION POINTS FOR STUDENTS:
· What is your reaction to the request?
· What might the reactions be of your fellow Nordic students? (Is there agreement within your group?)
· What would the possible consequences be if you the raise the money? If you don’t raise the money?
· With whom do you discuss the dilemma?

DECOLONIAL PROMPTS FOR FACILITATOR:
· How can Nordic students avoid being positioned as “white saviours” who can provide financial assistance?
· How do you deal with financial inequalities?
· What is the attitude towards gifts and money in the local context?
· Do the students feel that they are able to say no? How can this be supported?
· Awareness of the fact that a perceived “lack of resources” based on a Nordic context does not necessarily mean that there is an inferior education in a Global South context. How can the resources and knowledge that ARE available be used to their best potential.

