SAMPLE DECOLONIAL DILEMMA (E) – ASKED TO ADMINISTER CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

SCENARIO:
You are in practice in a fifth grade class at a comprehensive school in the Global South. When the local teacher asks the pupils to open their books and read, they believe that one of the pupils is being too slow, so they take a ruler and ask you to punish the pupil. 
You refuse, so the local teacher takes the ruler and hits the pupil harder than you have observed them doing so before. You feel that this is probably because you refused to beat them yourself.

DISCUSSION POINTS FOR STUDENTS:
· What dilemma(s) does this scenario raise?
· What suggestions could you make for addressing this issue? What might be the consequences of the various alternatives?
· Whom should you raise this issue with? ( e.g. the principal, fellow students, local teachers, your mentor, other teacher students, someone else)

DECOLONIAL PROMPTS FOR FACILITATOR:
· Is it appropriate for you as a teacher student to intervene as such?
· What is the appropriate reaction? 
· What alternative action, a) alternative is to discuss with the teacher after the class, b) the other possible alternative is to leave the class and explain later why you left the class, c) to raise hands and protest about the punishment in front of the class (Questioning the teacher in front of the class), d) comforting the pupil that was punished. 
· What message(s) does it send to a) the principal; b) the local teachers; c) the local students; d) teacher students on practical placement in the Global South?
· What happens when you reject punish the pupils in the Global classroom? What consequences do your actions have for future Nordic teacher students who might take part in a practical placement?

