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Two opposite views

1. The ancient state of the category of aspect in Old Russian
and Old Church Slavonic = the state in modern Russian
(A. Vajan 1948, Ju. Maslov 1951, G. Khaburgaev 1997).

2. Late provenance for aspect in Russian — not earlier than
XIV century (Bermel 1997, Norgard-Sorensen 1997).



Grammatical criteria + semantic criteria

Perfective verbs Imperfective verbs
aorist <——> imperfect
(active) past participle <——> (active) present participle

'"future' present forms 'present'

collocation with nachati



Table I — The ideal situation

aorist past imperfect | present
participle participle
perfective + + — _
impertective | —/(+) — + 4
biaspectual + + + +




Table II — The real situation in texts

aorist past imperfect | present
participle participle
perfective + + —/(+) —/(+)

imperfective | —/(+)| —/(+) + n

biaspectual + + + +




Table 111

aorist| past |imperfect| present |present| present collocation
participle participle| forms | forms with
'future' |'present'| nachati
perfective + + —/(+) —/(+) + —/(+) —
verbs
imperfective | —/(+) | —/(+) + + — +/+ +
verbs
biaspectual + + + + + + —/+

verbs




Imperfects of perfective verbs

Old Russian (RNC): =100 000 verb forms Old Church Slavonic: ~50 000 verb forms
perfective imperfects — 189 perfective imperfects — 13

— 1terative/repetitive/habitual context:

(1) AWITE KE CACHAOYMAALLIE HE HMWETH MOy HHMACOXKE AATH KEMOY. TO KOT'BINR
ChBA'BK'B ¢'b CERE AaARaLLIE HHLITOYVOYMOY (Suprasliensis);
MK'h caAkh. npbyoskAaAWIE TRAPL. EMBIKE Ca Oy ThKHRalIE. KAaNRALLE CA €mOy Ba
He morul ORp'ReTI. (Sb. Klotz);

— with negation 'futile expectation':

(2) HRBUWEAD HCh B'h u,pK'hB. HAMATB HZFOHHTH MPOAAIRIUTA. 1 KOYMOVERLIAK B LLPKRE.
1 ABCKBI TPRAKBHHKD. 1 CRAAAHUITA NPOAAERIUITHYX S FOAREH HCMPORPhIKE. 1 HE
Aakaliie HHKOMOYKE MHMONECTH ChCRAD CKBOZE ipKkB™ (Mar.=Zogr., Mark 11:15-16)

H R'BZBPATHRL CA H CTAR® HA R'hCTOKh. MPHAEKHO MOAHTRXR EOrORH MPHHOLLIAALIE.
MHOTOY KE MACOY MHHRBBILOY. H HOLITH 0iKe NP RMOAORAWITH ¢A. He npReTank ke
TABKRLUITI H BEAHKOM'h FAACOM™h BRIAERLITH. MOMHAOYH MA pAaBE B3KHH (Suprasliensis)




Present participles (active) of pertfective verbs

— function of preceding:

(3) H TAKO HZHHAALLE MAHACTHIPA . BOZMA MAAs KOBPHAKEKS (PVL: Hypatian)

‘and then left the monastery, taking with him but a few loaves of bread’

— context with negation 'futile expectation':
(4) v nonpowa k Yepuurory. H Yepruurork zc\TBopmud/\C\ oy rpapyk. Waern ke
H BopHeh [He] BaweTa B Hepunrork. YepuRroguemn e He WTROPALIHMCA.
npHCTYNHWA KO rpapy. (PVL: Hypatian) —
“They arrived before Chernigov, but the inhabitants barricaded themselves

within the city. Oleg and Boris were not there. Since the citizens of Chernigov
would not open the gates, the brethren attacked the city.’




Present forms

— iterative/repeted/habitual context:

(5) BCAKR BO MABK'h ALIE OVKYCH(T) CAAAKA . MOCABAH FOPECTH HE MPHHMAETH
(PVL: Laur.)

‘Every man, after tasting something sweet, is afterward unwilling to accept that
which 1s bitter’

— contexts with modality:

(6) A& PYCKA ZEMAA AAAEME . & MEMENRZH ¢ HAMH PATHHBI . & KTO Hbl MOMOXKETh

(PVL: Laur.)
‘Rus' 1s far away, and the Pechenegs are hostile to us. So who can help us?’

— contexts with negation 'futile expectation':

(7) HE MPEHMAH KE OYMENB@ W AATHIND * HX'hIKE OYMENKE PAZBBPALPIEND
RA'RZ'bUIE BO B'h LTp'KB*h " HE MOKAOHATCA HKOHam'b * (PVL: Laur.)

‘Do not accept the teachings of the Latins, whose instruction 1s vicious. For when they
enter the church, they do not kneel before the images’




Aoris and active past participles of imperfective verbs

Statives: with adverbial determinatives
(limiting the duration of the action):

(8) oT ... AO ..., BCK ZHMOY, ABTO 17RAO/WAHNO, AhArO,
‘B+ ANH H HOMH/NE(R)/M(S)uA/AK(T), A0 MKORAA AHI, M0 BCA ALNH,
W rCK)H(K)a ANH - A0 BEAHKATO FOB'RHHIA, MaA's ua(T), AONAEXKE. .. etC.

from... to..., for whole winter, for one year, for long time,
for 2 days/nights/weeks/months/years, until ... day, every day,
for short time, untill... etc.



Old Russian —

Russian National Corpus (RNC)
historical subcorpus:
http://www.ruscorpora.ru

Old Church Slavonic —
Tromse Old Church Slavonic Treebank (TOROT):
https://nestor.uit.no/




Biaspectual verbs

RNC |TOROT RNC TOROT |present| present | collocation
forms | forms with
nachati
aor |p.p.| aor | p.p | 1mp. |pres.p. | imp. | pres.p. | 'future' | present’
vesti 34| 2 (46 | 4 | 4 12 8 10 + + _
(vedu)
slyshati | 93 |436/103|193 39 16 | 60 + + +
razumeti | 39| 43 | 65 | 39 10 3 8 + + +




Perfective verbs

RNC TOROT RNC TOROT | present| present | colloc.
forms | forms with
nachati
aor | p.p. | aor | p.p.| 1mp. pres.p. |imp | pr.p. | ‘future’ | ‘present’
swvtvoriti 460117114 15 1 1 — — + + —
preceding
otvpustiti | 91 | 3 |24 | 7 — — — — + + _
pustiti 37137 | 24 | 8 5 4 — — + + —
negative | negative
dati 3281 47 |171| 28 18 19 4 1 + + —
negative | negative | neg
iter
poiti 7721 18 |119| 4 3 4 — — + + _
iterative | 3 preced.
1 negative




Imperfective verbs

RNC | TOROT RNC TOROT | present | present | collocation
forms forms with
nachati
aor | p.p. | aor |p.p|imp | pr.p. [imp | pr.p | ‘future’ | ‘present’

svbirati — | = | == 7111 | 8 | 16 — + + 6
posylati 2 | - | - 1-109 9 4 3 — + + 16
otvpuschati| — | — | — | — | 4 2 3 — — + + 4
puschati 1?7 | — | — | =124 | 28 | 1 7 — + + 6
dajati 1 1 | — | —]133 )62 |26 14 — + + 12
voprashati | 12 | 2 9 13| 6 6 |56 | 7 — 31 15 + 17

(9) CH'B HAMA OLK WBRLYIATH. 0 BLCEMB CEMb KOKE MA BBIPALIAKILIH N
€ R'kAR HHuncoxke (Life of Nicola) —

‘And the son began answering to his father: “I know nothing about

everything you are asking

29 9




Imerfective verbs — statives

RNC TOROT RNC TOROT | present | present | collocatio
forms | forms n with
nachati
aor p-p- aor p.p | imp | pr.p. | imp | pr.p | 'future' | 'presen
t'
lezhati 7 adv 3 3 — 27 58 17 58 — + —
(2 adv)
sedeti 14 13 ladv | — 35 106 | 29 86 — + —
(13 adv)
stojati 87 23 2? 1 105 | 144 | 36 91 — + —
(75 adv | (15 adv adv
+12?) + 8?)
hoteti 77 4 21 4 120 | 511 93 135 — + —




Conclusions

— All criteria that can be used for determination of verbal aspect
are insufficient on its own,

however

— combinatorial method allows the researcher to discover which
aspect a verb had in Old Russian or Old Church Slavonic (or
to state its biaspectuality) in most cases,

— a proper understanding of linguistic categories as 'Aspect’' and
'"Tense' can be attained only on the basis of a thorough and
detailed study of the uses of the relevant forms in various
contexts, it is important to study texts of different genres as well;

— According to their aspectual behavior, all verbs in Old Russian
and Old Church Slavonic could be classified into five groups:
perfective, imperfective, biaspectual (among beaspectual some
verbs can be mostly perfective or mostly imperfective).



